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<AC You see, 

I 'd never been brought up to your arable land, 

just to grass land farm, 

and I 'd it all to pick up. 

I never knew how to plough nor do naught with horses. 

# I could drive 'em, 

you know, 

but I couldn't plough, 

I couldn't set a furrow or naught. 

# I used to get a pal to come over and help me to set a furrow and +... 

# True time I got it turned over, 

but uh # I didn't know # t(he) real right job. 

I never could make a stack, 

you know. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # And they can't make stacks now, 

you know, 

same as they did in former days. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 



<AC I does a canny bit of threshing now, 

you know. 

# And uh, 

# why, 

do you know, 

there 's loads and loads of corn wasted, 

just because t(he) farmers now today doesn't know how to make stacks. 

And I 'll tell you summat else, 

# t(he) masters can't show 'em neither. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # Because +/. AC> 

<SE Well how should they make a stack? SE> 

<AC Well, 

# the majority on [: of] 'em, 

you know, 

they make 'em over flat. 

# You see? 

# And instead of t(he) water running off, 

it runs into t(he) stack. 

# There 's many a time with the folk down below at Easby never get a bit of dry corn. 

# Now then, 

if that 'd happened in former days, 

# man that built that stack would 've been +... 

+" Here 's thy money. 

# Get off ! "+ 

You see? 

Straight away. 

# And I tell you t(he) masters is as bad as t(he) young fellows now, 

because they won't learn. 

# All they want to do is to # get off t(he) farm and get to t(he) football matches and t(he) cricket 

matches and such like things. AC> 



<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # Aye, 

but uh # farming today, 

you know, 

is not like what it was in former years. AC> 

<SE No. SE> 

<AC # You know, 

# they get stuck with these here tractors, 

you know, 

# and they 're landed. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC You see, 

# when you 've finished with a tractor, 

you shove it into a shed and # she 's finished with. 

# But it wasn't in former days, 

you know, 

with horses. 

# I remember when we were at xxx, 

you know, 

we used to have a chap there, 

they called him Jack Frankish. 

# He used to be up there by half past six of a morning, 

# and he were out in t(he) field by # seven o'clock, 

and he never come [: came] back while five. 

Nobbut for dinner, 

like, 

for his # dinner hour. 

# And then he had all his horses to groom and # clean down, 

you know, 

# and some on [: of] 'em, 

if they 'd been sweating heavy, 



they would never leave 'em till they were dry. AC> 

<SE # Hmm. SE> 

<AC Well you know that he spent hours and hours in t(he) stables. 

# But you can't get young fellows to do that now. 

# No. 

# They want to be off courting, 

# you know. AC> 

<OS [!= laughs] OS> 

<AC # Aye. 

# Aye. 

# Times is and times was, 

eh? AC> 

|| 

<AC Of course, 

# I had it pretty rough when I started. 

# I got started with a milk round, 

you know, 

# and I used to sell it wholesale at first, 

# and then I got started with a retail round. 

# Well, 

# I used to be up at half past four every morning, 

# that ever come [: came], 

and I used to milk about +... 

# I 'd thirteen cows to milk before I got my breakfast. AC> 

<OS Hand milk. OS> 

<AC Hand milk, 

think on! 

Wasn't machine milking. 

And I used to have a little clock, 

# stuck on t(he) table, 

you know, 



down in t(he) milk house. 

# And I used to milk by that clock. 

# And if I was five minutes late, 

I knew I 'd got five minutes to make up. 

# Folks used to get up with me, 

you know, 

when I used to come to Stokesley with t(he) milk. 

# I remember when +... 

# I got a [/] a [\] pair of rubber wheels, 

you know, 

put on my # float, 

I had iron wheels, 

you know. 

Iron [/] iron [\] wheels, 

and uh I got a pair of rubber ones put on. 

Well, 

# I used to pass t(he) uh # sexton, 

you know, 

# and there was # three mornings t(he) bells never got rung, 

he never heard me go past with t(he) rubber wheels. 

They never got rung them three mornings. AC> 

<SE Aye. SE> 

<AC Aye. 

They always used to get up with me, 

you know. AC> 

|| 

<AC Oh aye, 

t(he) slump hit me badly. AC> 

<OS After t(he) # First World War, 

you know. OS> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 



<AC Every sheep [/] every sheep [\] I had that year lost thirty bob a head. AC> 

<SE # Aye. 

# Oh, 

you had sheep as well? SE> 

<AC I kept a few sheep, 

aye, 

when I first started, 

cut down when I was on wholesaling, 

you know. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC They lost thirty bob a head did all my sheep. 

# And uh # I bought a few beast in to feed, 

you know, 

and # they all lost money. 

# Where in them days you know, 

if you [/] if you [\] had a beast that left four or five pound, 

you thought she did well, 

# but now, 

aye, 

you know. 

Why, 

I don't know what they make now, 

you know, 

they 're very dear, 

by Gum. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC I mean to buy in. 

# Terribly dear. 

# I mean you know, 

# they 'll give sixty pound for an old cow, 

you know, 



now. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # Where I bought many a lot at two. AC> 

<SE [!= laughs] SE> 

<AC Aye, 

I bought many a lot at two. 

I were getting it by t(he) pound and all. AC> 

<OS [!= laughs] OS> 

<AC # I used to do a bit of dealing and all, 

you know. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC I used to waddle off round t(he) dales, 

you know, 

and # try to buy myself summat cheap and. 

# Sometimes I did and sometimes I didn't, 

you know. 

They used to buy it me, 

did them old lads up there. 

They knew more than I did, 

eh? 

[!= laughs] AC> 

<OS [!= laughs] OS> 

|| 

<SE And how did you go on with calving your beasts? SE> 

<AC # Well, 

I had some bonny jobs, 

I 'll tell you, 

sometimes. aC> 

<SE Yes. SE> 

<AC I had. 

There were many a time I was beat with it, 



I had to gan [: go] for t(he) veterinary, 

you know. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC By Gok aye. 

# If any of 'em were laid wrong, 

I was jiggered. 

# I couldn't do naught with 'em. 

So I just used to gan [: go] for t(he) veterinary, 

you know. 

He didn't live very far up. AC> 

<SE What 's the worst job you can remember? SE> 

<AC # Why, 

# I never had a real bad job, 

# but t(he) worst job I ever had, 

it was my neighbour. 

He 'd this here cow, 

she 'd had twins. 

# And it was two days after. 

# she wasn't very well, 

and # he went for t(he) veterinary. 

# And t(he) veterinary put his hand in. 

He says, 

+" Why, "+ 

he says. 

+" There 's another calf. "+ 

But it was dead, 

you know. 

He had it all to cut away. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # And the stench was summat awful. 

By Gok aye. 



# And I happened to be there. 

# And uh he was a # teetotal fellow, 

but he says, 

+" Now, "+ 

he says, 

+" you 'd better come your ways in and I 'll give you a glass of whisky. "+ 

to t(he) veterinary. 

But he never asked me, 

do you xxx? AC> 

<OS [!= laughs] OS> 

<AC See, 

that 's what 's vexed me, 

and I 'd been there doing as much as him, 

you know. 

But by Gok, 

she did stink. 

# Terrible. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC But I never had a do like that. 

I 've had 'em laid wrong, 

you know, 

# and such as that. 

But uh I never was a great hand at calving a cow. 

# I were alright if they were alright, 

you know, 

but uh # if ever aught was laid wrong, 

I cared naught about it. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC So, 

# I just went for t(he) veterinary and he soon come [: came] and put t(he) job right. 

t(he) worst job was when they hung their cleansings, 



you know, 

that 's a rotten lousy job. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC By. 

# I don't know what caused 'em to do it, 

but # I cared naught about that job at all. AC> 

<SE # Did you ever have any trouble with them picking? SE> 

<AC I did. 

# And uh # it 's rather a funny thing, 

# about that job. 

# There was once a fellow come [: came], 

and he wanted to sell me some stuff that would [/] would [\] prevent this abortion, 

you know. 

# And I said, 

+" Why, "+ 

I says, 

+" I 've never had no abortions. "+ 

So I didn't see why I need buy this stuff. 

# And # very soon after that +... 

# a month or two after that, 

# I started to have it, 

# do you know? 

# and every blooming cow I had, 

# had it. 

Some on [: of] 'em # picked twins, 

# there was calves laid all over wherever I went. 

# And I 'll never but # say that that fellow # did summat to some of them cows while my back was 

turned. 

# Aye Gum, 

I 'll bet a shilling he did. 

# You know, 



he was hawking this here stuff, AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC # And because I wouldn't buy it he would maybe # inject summat into one of them cows when I 

wasn't there. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC Aye. 

Because # every cow I had picked it, 

# and t(he) cows that I brought onto t(he) spot, 

they picked and all. 

# And I [/] I [\] 'd never had [/] I 'd never had [\] abortion on # t(he) job afore. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC Aye, 

and I 'll +... 

if ever [/] if ever [\] I could 've found that fellow, 

by Gok, 

it 'd 've been him and me for it, 

I 'll tell you. 

# Because I 'm uh # [/] I 'm [\] sure # he did summat, 

you know. 

It was rather funny, 

you know,, 

wasn't it? AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC For to get it straight away after that fellow had been here. AC> 

<SE And how did you get rid of it? SE> 

<AC I never did get rid on [: of] it. 

# When I selled [: sold] up I had it. AC> 

<SE Hmm. SE> 

<AC Aye. 

# Yes, 

by Gum, 



there was one picked a calf t(he) night afore my sale. AC> 

<SE # Aye. SE> 

<AC Aye. 

She did and all. 

But I whipped her away to some top buildings here. 

# And uh # t(he) next time I went to have a look at her after t(he) sale was finished, 

she 'd put her calf bed out. 

# Now what a going on we had. 

# And there was a bobby and his wife stopping at our house had come down for t(he) night, 

you know, 

# and uh they wanted to gan [: go] up and help us. 

t(he) veterinary come [: came]. 

He were gan [: gone] up to help us, 

# but it nearly turned him up. 

# By Gok, 

he did boke. AC> 

<SE [!= laughs] SE> 

<AC We had some nice Yorkshire ham, 

you know, 

for our supper, 

but he couldn't tackle. AC> 

<SE [!= laugh] SE> 

<AC No, 

he couldn't tackle. 

[!= laugh] AC> 

<SE [!= laughs] SE> 

<AC Aye, 

by Gok. AC> 
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